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next day's sun would be his last—as little as we guessed that the plain which lay over against us on the other bank was soon to be watered with the blood of our kind marshal, and with that of almost every one of us.
On the morning of the 21st the Austrian lines showed themselves, and took up their position facing ours in front of Essling and Aspern. Marshal Massena ought to have loopholed the houses of these villages, and covered the approaches by field-works, but unluckily he had neglected ;to take this precaution. The Emperor found fault with him, bat as the enemy was approaching, and there was no time to repair the omission, Napoleon did his best to supply it by covering the last bridge with a tete de ponb, which he traced himself. If Marshal Lannes' corps, the imperial iguard, and the other expected troops had been present, -Napoleon would certainly not have given the Archduke '•time to deploy, but would have attacked him on the spot. Having, however, only three divisions of infantry and four of cavalry to oppose to the enemy's large force, he was con-•strained, for the tooment, to* act on the defensive. To this end he rested his left-wing^ consisting of three divisions1 of infantry und!eii Ma^s^naj on th& villag6 of Aspern. The right wing^ formed1 by BbudetV division, rested ^oh tne-Da;aub63i nealr the great Wood lying between the river and the village of Essling,' and occupied that^village als^o* Lastly., the three cavalry divisions, and part of the artillery, under th& .orders of Marshal Bessi&res, formed the centre^ spreading over the? space which reinained empty between Essling tod Aspern. The Emperor compared ?hi& position to an en-i trenched camp, of which Aspern and" Essling represented ithe bastions1, united by :ia curtain' formed by the -cavalry i and the ^arfcilleryv < The two village^ though i not entrenched^ were capable of '<•» -good/ defence^*being -btdlt of maso^iry^ surrounded by low banks, which protected»> them gainst the s iamndlatioh1«of(- the»ODaaiultei i The church5 ? aiicl' clmrehyard of Aspern cbuld hold out'fot a long -timei Essling had fot its icitadel a large jenbld^are akd^andttMefosehStoiie hous;e built of stone;. • We found these 'points^ very useful.
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